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September 2011 Issue #2 

Buffalo Chips 

Live to serve, love to serve! Live to serve, love to serve! Live to serve, love to serve!  

International Convention 

(ICON) and the Large Scale 

Service Project (LSSP) took 

place in Virginia Beach, VA 

from June 20th -26th. Circle K 

members from around the 

world came to the conven-

tion and some participated 

in large service projects 

around the city before the 

convention. 17 members 

from our district attended 

the convention and were 

trained at various work-

shops. Delegates from each 

school with representation voted for the new International Board 

members. One of our own, Melanie Walter, was voted International 

Vice President! (Continued on page 4)  
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This past July 22nd  through the 24 th we had our 2 nd  Annual District Large Scale Ser-

vice Project (DLSSP).  There were 12 attendees total and we put in about 120 

hours of combined volunteer work all day on Saturday!  The event started on Fri-

day night where we all camped at a beautiful group campsite at the Baker Park 

Reserve on the outskirts of the Twin Cities in Minnesota.  We spent the night play-

ing games and sitting around the campfire, eating campfire food and socializing.   

 

The following morning we got up early for a quick breakfast and then headed to 

our first volunteering project in Saint Paul at the 

Gibbs Historical Museum, a museum dedicated to 

preserving the history of the peaceful interactions 

between the Gibb’s family pioneers and the Dako-

ta Native Americans.  At the site are a historical 

schoolhouse, farmhouse, and barn to tour, as well 

as a Native American and pioneer garden. Part of 

the group helped weed gardens while the other 

part of the group helped move picnic tables to the 

orchard, mend a fence and clean out a field in 

preparation for an event the museum was hosting.   

 

We then drove to Como Park where we had bag lunches before going to our 

next volunteer event in Eagan at Feed My Starving Children.  Feed My Starving 

Children is a non -profit Christian organization that is dedicated to feeding chil-

dren and adults in body and spirit by providing hand -packed meals for the mal-

nourished and starving in 70 countries. Much like Kids Against Hunger, there are 

stations where volunteers pour rice, soy, dried veggies and chicken powder into 

plastic bags that get sealed and put in boxes to be shipped off to places in 

need.  During our volunteer shift, our group and other volunteers from the com-

munity helped pack food for Haiti. We packed enough food to feed 13 kids for a 

whole year! When we finished at this site, we went to Minneapolis where we did 

some unexpected sightseeing as we headed to our next project at the Stone 

Arch Bridge to do some crowd control and general supervising for the Target Fire-

works display (part of their summer Aquatennial).  The night ended with some-

what of a downpour of rain, but the Minnesota spirit 

shone through and the crowd stayed to watch the 

awesome firework display, despite the rain. We all 

had a blast and we hope to see you there next 

year!  

 

  —Leah Burch, Minnesota -Dakotas District Governor  
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MEET YOUR INTERNATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT  

Hello, members of the Minnesota -Dakotas District!  

 

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself as your 2011 -

2012 International Vice President! For those of you who don’t already 

know me, my name is Melanie Walter, and I am entering my senior 

year at Winona State University in Winona, MN. I am majoring in Sec-

ondary Mathematics Education and earning a minor in Applied and 

Professional Writing. It’s a weird combination, but it’s how my mind 

works!  

I am originally from Eau Claire, WI, so I was a WI -UM Key Clubber! 

Don’t worry, though, the MN-DAK District has my Circle K heart. I am 

SO EXCITED to be working with all of you during this next year! I could-

n’t have gotten this far if it weren’t for my MN-DAK support. If you ev-

er have any questions, or if you just want to chat, please don’t hesi-

tate to contact me!  

Mjwalter1@aol.com  (715)563-2516 
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Sept 10th  

*  
OCT  

7th-10th 

*  
Sept 17th 

1 PM 

*  
OCT 1st 

*  
OCT  

14th-15th 

Key Club Divisional Rally: Homeless Sleep -out on 

Football Field at Henry Sibley H.S. in St. Paul  

mailto:Mjwalter1@aol.com


4 

 

International Convention Continued...  

Steven Spriggs was elected the International President 

and Daniel Tsang was elected as our new Subregion C 

representative!  

An awards ceremony and banquet night gave clubs 

time to show off all their 

hard work. Hayden Waisanen, a Circle 

K member who attends South Dakota 

School of Mines and Technology in our 

district, won an oratorical contest held 

at the convention. Since he took first 

place, Hayden had the honor of giv-

ing a speech for all the convention 

attendees. Melanie Walter, former 

North Star Division Lieutenant Gov-

ernor, won the Distinguished Lieu-

tenant Governor Award and Kristin 

Thomas, former District Secretary, won the Dis-

tinguished District Secretary Award.  

Hayden Waisanen 
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My understanding of Circle K as an international 

organization has grown tremendously because 

of my experience at International Convention 

(ICON).   I never realized how large of an organi-

zation I am actually apart of.   Knowing that 

there are over 12,000 college students that are 

just as excited to serve and give back to their 

community as I am is exciting.   An additional bo-

nus about going to district and international 

events is getting to meet and hang out with out 

amazing Circle K family.   

—Danielle Schank, Minnesota State University 

CKI Mission 

Developing college and 

university students into a 

global network of re-

sponsible citizens and 

leaders with a lifelong 

commitment to service.   

 

Circle K Service Partners  
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The Eliminate Project is an initiative started by Kiwanis International 

and UNICEF to eliminate maternal and neonatal tetanus (MNT) world-

wide. MNT destroys the lives of about 60,000 babies every year. When 

a child contracts the disease, it’s senses becomes super sensitive. The 

baby suffers excruciating pain from convulsions and the experience 

of light and touch. Few babies survive the disease and it affects the 

mothers too.  

The project seeks to eliminate MNT by 2015 by immunizing over 100 

million mothers to protect their future babies. To reach this goal it will 

take $110 million dollars. MNT is still problematic in 38 countries today. 

Join in the fight against MNT and provide the immunizations needed 

to keep families whole around the world.  

What will you do to get involved? Our district governor Leah will be 

helping set -up a dance competition to eliminate MNT. To learn more 

about the Eliminate campaign, visit theeliminateproject.org .  

FACTS: 

*60 cents provides the 3 vaccines needed to immunize a woman and 

all her future children from MNT  

*1 baby dies every 9 minutes from neonatal tetanus  

*If successful, the project will protect about 61 million mothers and 

their babies from MNT  

*On average a series of three tetanus vaccines and health education 

costs $1.80 
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A Message from Key Club  

Hello Circle K members my name is Caitlin Stroup and I am the 

Key Club District Governor. I am going to be a junior at Fargo 
North High School and am also involved in tennis, FBLA, Or-

chestra, and Student Congress. My hobbies include skiing, 
reading, and spending time with family and friends. I am very 
excited for this Key Club year, and I hope to be able to work 

more with Circle K in many ways.  
As a district board Key Club is planning several big changes. 
One change is we used to have one large event in the fall, but 

instead we are changing this to having individual regional 
events. The events are called Fall Leadership Educational 

Events (FLEE), and the main goals of having them are team 
building, service, and officer training. We would love to have you all attend these 
events! This year we are having three, one in Fargo, ND on September 10 th  and 11 th , 

one in Coleraine, MN on October 1 st, and one in Mendota Heights, MN October 14 th  
and 15 th . If you want any more details about this event please contact myself from 

the information below. We are looking to the members of Kiwanis and Circle K to 
help with officer training at these events. Another thing we are implementing is a 
strategic plan which we will be working on all throughout the year. The hope of im-

plementing this is to create long term positive changes that will stay. A big part is 
improving Kiwanis family relations. We hope to stay connected with our K -Family by 
doing service projects and fellowship events where all the different family members 

attend, such as our Regional Events.  
When it comes to K family relations it is especially important for Key Club and Circle 

K to work together because we have many things in common and can learn things 
from each other. The ways we can work together include the following: inviting each 
other to our meetings and projects, helping Key Clubbers transition into Circle K 

and finding Circle K clubs, attending each others' district wide events, and keeping a 
steady line of communication.  
I hope I will get the chance to meet some of you. Donõt ever hesitate to contact me 

about anything. Thank you.  
 

Sincerely,  

Caitlin Stroup 
Minn -Dak District Governor  

(701) -893 -6477  

Other Members of the Kiwanis 

Family:  

High school  

Elementary school  

Adults  

Middle school and 

Junior high  
Adults with disabilities  
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Fall Leadership Training  

Conference 

(at Camp Patterson) 

October 7th -9th Circle Kers from our district will gather in Mankato, MN at 

Camp Patterson for the Fall Leadership Training Conference (FLTC). This yearõs 

theme is òLaunch into Service.ó All members who attend will get the chance to 

learn how to build their clubs and participate in local service projects. There will 

be time for bonding with other Circle Kers and enjoying fall at this beautiful 

camp. There will be opportunities to join in campfire fellowship, star -gazing, 

kayaking, canoeing, and volleyball. Have the registration form, which is at-

tached to the end of this bulletin, postmarked by Sept. 22nd and pay only $67!  

To build your club at the beginning of the semester make sure that you have 

plenty of club social time and service projects to kick -off the new school year. 

Meetings should be focused with time to socialize afterward. Some clubs have a 

social activity after each meeting such as bowling or going to Buffalo Wild 

Wings to hang out. Consider adding a social activity after your club meetings. 

Make sure it is free (like a game of volleyball at a court on campus) or afforda-

ble for all members so that no one will feel excluded! If this doesnõt fit for your 

club you could start each meeting with an ice -breaker or short activity.  
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Mos t  Serv ice  Most  Serv ice  

Hours  Hours    

Nor th  Dakota  Sta te  Nor th  Dakota  Sta te  

Un ivers i ty  w i th  69 .5  hours  fo r  the  Un ivers i ty  w i th  69 .5  hours  fo r  the  

month  o f  Augustmonth  o f  August   

  

Mos t  M i lky  Way Most  M i lky  Way 

Po in tsPo in ts   

NDSU wi th  a  to ta l  o f  NDSU wi th  a  to ta l  o f  

4 ,465  po in ts  fo r  the  4 ,465  po in ts  fo r  the  

year  year    

  


